CHAPTER II.

THE BATTLE OF EYLAU.
(A) ACTION OF THE ?TH FEBRUARY.

THE road from Landsberg to Koenigsberg passes, for the
first 9 miles, through alternate plain and forest, finally
emerging, in a clearing, about a mile and a half before it
reaches the large village of Preussisch Eylau. In front of
this forest there stretches, to the north, east, and south, an
undulating plain, the greatest elevation on which amounts
to no more than a hillock. In the foreground, on the left
of the road, is the lake of Tenknitten, extending half a mile
north-west to the village of the same name; to the right is
the Waschkeiten lake. The space of 1000 yards between
the two lakes is occupied by slightly elevated ground, with
a fairly marked height across the road.

Half a mile before the road reaches Eylau, it begins
to descend a slope to the valley, in which the village is
situated. Viewed from this point, the depression bears
a strong resemblance to some of the open valleys of
Norfolk and Suffolk.* The height of the near edge is
inconsiderable; that of the farther side, beyond Pr. Eylau,
still less. The substantial village lies chiefly in front,
stretching some little way right and left of the road.
Towards the right of it, the church and cemetery stand on
a well-marked mound. The houses, as well as the church,

* Jorami describes the valley as "an undulating plam bounded on three
sides by more accentuated country and hills, among which are several lakes "
{Vie de Napoleon, ri. 360).